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San Diego, California 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,

crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics. 


Demographics1


 Population: 1,223,400 (2000 Census); 1,110,549 (1990 Census)

 Race/Ethnicity (2000): 49.4% white; 7.6% African American; 0.3% American


Indian and Alaska Native; 13.5% Asian; 25.4% Hispanic (of any race); 0.4% Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander; 0.3% other race; 3.1% two or more races. 

 San Diego is located in San Diego County. 

Politics

 Mayor: Dick Murphy2


 City Council: Scott Peters, Byron Wear, Toni Atkins, George Stevens, Brian

Maienschein, Donna Frye, Jim Madaffer, Ralph Inzunza3 

 San Diego Police Chief: David Bejarano4 

 San Diego County Sheriff: William Kolender5 

Programs/Initiatives 
	 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)6 

The Southwest Border HIDTA California Partnership, known as California Border 
Alliance Group (CBAG), was designated in 1990 as one of the five partnerships of 
the Southwest Border HIDTA. The geographic area of responsibility of CBAG is San 
Diego and Imperial Counties and it extends from the U.S.-Mexico Border to the 
Orange and Riverside County lines, and from the Pacific Ocean to the Arizona 
border. There are 42 federal, state, and local agencies participating in CBAG. 

	 Landlord Training Program7 

The Landlord Training Program was designed to promote positive and responsible 
partnerships between landlords, tenants, and San Diego Police. These partnerships 
are vital to effectively preventing drug dealing and other illegal activities at rental 
properties located within San Diego neighborhoods. 

	 Medicinal Marijuana/Cannabis Task Force8 

The City of San Diego created a Medicinal Marijuana/Cannabis Task Force to advise 
the City Council on the most efficient way to regulate the use of medicinal marijuana 
in accordance with Proposition 215. 

	 Clean Syringe Exchange Pilot Program9 

The City of San Diego is developing and implementing a one-year Clean Syringe 
Exchange Pilot Program with a drug abuse treatment referral component in response 
to a public health crisis relating to the rapid spread of Hepatitis C and HIV through 
the shared use of needles and syringes. 

ONDCP Clearinghouse 2 



Federal Funding 
	 Drug Free Communities Support Program grantees in San Diego:10 

• FY 2002 
 $100,000 to the North City Prevention Coalition 

•	 FY 2001 
 $100,000 to the SAY San Diego, Inc./Mid City for Youth Coalition 

•	 FY 2000 
 No grantees in San Diego 

•	 FY 1999 
 $99,684 to the San Diego County Committee Against Substance Abuse 
 $100,000 to the San Diego County Prevention Coalition 

•	 FY 1998 
 No grantees in San Diego 

	 Executive Office for Weed and Seed (EOWS)11 

The Target Area for the San Diego Weed and Seed site includes parts of the Lincoln 
Park, Mountain View, and Southcrest Communities of the city. The area lies within 
City Council Districts 4 and 8. The ethnic composition of the target area’s roughly 
15,000 residents is 54% African-American, 33% Latino, and 13% other groups. 

	 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant amount received in San 
Diego in FY 2001:12 

• $125,000 to the San Diego Housing Commission 
	 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) FY 2001 

Discretionary Funds received in San Diego:13 

•	 San Diego Department of Health and Human Services was awarded $1,500,000 
from 09/30/1997-08/31/2003 

•	 Family Health Centers of San Diego was awarded $96,500 from 09/30/2000-
09/29/2002 

•	 NMA Comprehensive Health Center was awarded $100,000 from 09/30/2001-
09/29/2002 

	 FY 2001 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services grant 
amounts received in San Diego:14 

• $6,538,217 in discretionary funds 
• $12,808,331 in formula funds 

	 There were no San Diego recipients of the FY 2002 Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant.15 

	 There were no San Diego recipients for the FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug 
Court grant program funds.16 

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
	 During 2000, the crime index total for San Diego was 46,359.17 This number 

increased in 2001 to 50,444.18 Preliminary data for 2002 show that there were 24,749 
crime index offenses known to law enforcement in San Diego from January to June 
2002.19 
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Number of Offenses Known to Law Enforcement, San Diego, 2000-June 2002 

Type of Offense 
Full Year 

2000 
Full Year 

2001 
Jan-June 

2002 
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 54 50 24 
Forcible rape 349 342 158 
Robbery 1,777 1,729 759 
Aggravated assault 4,980 5,284 2,496 
Burglary 6,717 7,219 3,706 
Larceny-theft 23,015 25,050 12,557 
Motor vehicle theft 9,467 10,770 5,049 
Arson 204 201 116 
Crime index total 46,359 50,444 24,749 

	 During 2001 in San Diego, 61.5% of adult male arrestees and 66.9% of adult female 
arrestees tested positive for drugs at arrest.20 

Percentage of Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Diego, 2001 
Female Male 

Cocaine 16.5% 14.1% 
Opiates 8.6 7.6 
Marijuana 27.7 36.4 
Methamphetamine 37.4 27.9 
PCP 1.1 0.9 
Any drug 66.9 61.5 
Multiple drugs 21.9 22.0 

	 Approximately 44% of adult male arrestees in San Diego reported using marijuana 
within the past month. The marijuana users used the substance an average of 9.6 days 
within the month.21 

Adult Male Arrestee Past Drug Use, San Diego, 2001 

Use 
Crack 

Cocaine 
Powder 
Cocaine Marij. Meth. Opiates 

Past 7 days 7.6% 3.5% 39.0% 23.9% 4.7% 
Past 30 days 9.2% 5.9% 43.6% 26.9% 5.2% 
Past year 11.5% 10.7% 50.2% 33.8% 7.7% 
Avg. # of days used in month 5.4 3.5 9.6 6.9 8.8 

	 Approximately 41% of adult female arrestees in San Diego reported past month 
marijuana use. The marijuana users used the substance an average of 8.6 days within 
the month.22 
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Adult Female Arrestee Past Drug Use, San Diego, 2001 

Use 
Crack 

Cocaine 
Powder 
Cocaine Marij. Meth. Opiates 

Past 7 days 12.7% 2.4% 13.5% 30.4% 4.1% 
Past 30 days 14.7% 3.4% 40.8% 33.1% 4.8% 
Past year 17.2% 8.1% 45.5% 38.4% 6.7% 
Avg. # of days used in month 7.7 3.6 8.6 9.2 12.5 

Drugs 
	 Cocaine 

Powder cocaine ranged from 45-85% pure and sold for $75-$100 per gram in San 
Diego. Reported crack cocaine purity levels ranged from 40-85% and crack prices 
averaged $10 per 1/10 gram.23 

	 Heroin 
San Diego’s prime source of heroin is Mexico and the purity level is 49%. Mexican 
black tar heroin sold for $50-$120 per gram and powder heroin sold for $10-$15 per 
1/10 gram.24 

	 Marijuana 
Marijuana was described as widely available or in steady supply in San Diego. Prices 
ranged from $70-$100 per ounce for an unspecified type of marijuana. British 
Columbian marijuana, which had a potency rate of approximately 30%, sold for 
$4,000 per pound.25 

	 Methamphetamine 
Widespread or steady availability of methamphetamine was reported in San Diego. 
Methamphetamine prices ranged from $10 per 1/10 gram, $30 per quarter-gram, and 
$100-$125 per eightball (3.5 grams). Purity levels ranged from 30-40%.26 

	 Other Drugs 
The retail price per MDMA/ecstasy pill was $20. Ecstasy, GHB, and ketamine were 
frequently spotted in raves, and law enforcement was aware that ecstasy, GHB, and 
LSD were easily obtained by adolescents and young adults.27 

Juveniles 

 In 2001, there were 10,297 juvenile arrests in San Diego.28


 There were 225 juvenile drug arrests in San Diego during 2000.29


 In 1999, 56.8% of juvenile male detainees and 47.7% of juvenile female detainees in

San Diego tested positive for drugs.30 

	 2.5% of juvenile male detainees tested positive for cocaine, 52.5% tested positive for 
marijuana, 15.8% tested positive for methamphetamine, and 14% tested positive for 
multiple drugs.31 

	 40.9% of juvenile female detainees tested positive for marijuana, 18.2% tested 
positive for methamphetamine, and 13.6% tested positive for multiple drugs.32 
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Percent of Juvenile Detainees Testing Positive for Drugs, by Offense, 1999 
Offense  Cocaine 

M F 
Marijuana 
M F 

Meth 
M F 

Any Drug 
M F 

Violent 1.2% 0.0% 41.7% 41.2% 6.0% 17.6% 41.7% 41.2% 
Property 1.4 0.0 62.3 50.0 20.3 12.5 65.2 50.0 
Drug 15.4 0.0 50.0 33.3 26.9 33.3 61.5 33.3 

Sales 16.7 0.0 50.0 0.0 8.3 0.0 66.7 0.0 
Possession 11.1 0.0 50.0 50.0 38.9 50.0 61.1 50.0 

Other 1.6 0.0 57.0 47.6 20.3 19.0 63.3 61.9 
Total 2.5 0.0 52.5 40.9 15.8 18.2 56.8 47.7 

	 A 2001 survey revealed that 41.8% of San Diego high school students had tried 
marijuana at least once in their lifetimes.33 

Percent of High School Students Reporting Selected Drug Use, San Diego, 2001 
Male Female Total 

Lifetime marijuana use 44.1% 39.5% 41.8% 
Current marijuana use 24.3 20.8 22.5 
Lifetime cocaine use 8.0 9.5 8.8 
Current cocaine use 3.8 3.7 3.8 
Lifetime inhalant use 10.0 12.5 11.3 
Current inhalant use 3.1 3.4 3.3 
Lifetime heroin use 3.8 2.0 2.9 
Lifetime methamphetamine use 7.7 9.1 8.4 
Lifetime illegal steroid use 5.1 5.3 5.2 
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 2.1 1.4 1.8 

Enforcement 
	 As of October 2001, there were 2,914 full-time law enforcement employees in San 

Diego. 2,154 of the employees were officers and 760 were civilians.34 

 Southwest Border HIDTA initiatives in San Diego include:35 

•	 San Diego/Imperial County Regional Narcotic Information Network – the 
CBAG’s intelligence center provides responsive deconfliction, pointer index, case 
support, intelligence fusion and predictive analysis in cooperation and 
coordination with the Customs Intelligence Group, agency intelligence units, and 
the two Law Enforcement Coordination Centers in East San Diego County and 
the Imperial Valley. 

•	 San Diego Financial Task Force – a collocated, multi-agency task force that 
investigates and targets money laundering cells of domestic and international drug 
trafficking organizations for dismantlement, using long-term investigative 
strategies. 

•	 San Diego Violent Crime Task Force – three multi-agency groups proactively 
investigate, apprehend and prosecute gangs, major offenders, and fugitives, 
including illegal aliens, involved in narcotics trafficking and associated violent 
crime. 
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•	 East San Diego County Initiative – a collocated, multi-agency narcotics 
interdiction team that detects, deters, and disrupts drug trafficking in the rural 
areas of East San Diego County and the Tecate border point of entry. Includes 
close coordination between agencies conducting both interdiction and 
investigation of trafficking groups and supporting infrastructure inside the United 
States. 

Trafficking and Seizures 
 San Diego functions as a transportation hub for Mexican methamphetamine.36 

	 The CBAG area of responsibility has five of the busiest land Ports of Entry, 
international airports and seaports, urban, rural and designated wilderness areas, 
oceans, mountains and deserts.37 

	 In 1999, CBAG task forces and member agencies seized more than 180,239 
kilograms (kg.) of marijuana, 3,666 kg. of cocaine, 99 kg. of heroin, 577 kg. of 
methamphetamine, 67 clandestine labs, and over $16 million in cash.38 

	 Forty-five of 139 drug trafficking organizations and supporting gangs (32 percent) 
identified in the Fiscal Year 1999 Threat Assessment were disrupted or dismantled 
from 10 to 100 percent by CBAG initiatives, task forces, and member agencies.39 

	 Southeast Asian methamphetamine tablets (Ya Ba) have been seized in cities 
throughout California, most notably San Diego and San Francisco.40 

	 In October 2001, DEA agents raided and seized a major MDMA laboratory in 
Escondida, a city in north San Diego County, the first and only such lab seized in the 
United States. The highly sophisticated laboratory was capable of producing 1.5 
million ecstasy tablets a month, with a street value of $20 each.41 

Courts 
	 Drug Courts42 

As of January 2003, there were six drug courts in San Diego that have been operating 
for more than 2 years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or being 
planned in San Diego. 

	 During FY 2001, 42.2% of federally sentenced offenders in Southern California had 
committed a drug offense. 76.8% of the offenses involved marijuana.43 

Federally Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Southern California, FY 2001 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Marijuana 1,350 76.8% 
Powder Cocaine 183 10.4 
Methamphetamine 165 9.4 
Heroin 38 2.2 
Other Drug 17 1.0 
Crack Cocaine 5 0.3 

Consequences of Use 
	 During 2001, there were 812 emergency department (ED) cocaine mentions in San 

Diego. Preliminary data for 2002 show that there were 389 ED cocaine mentions in 
San Diego from January to June 2002.44 
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Number of ED Drug Mentions, Selected Drugs, San Diego, 1998-June 2002 

Drug Type 
Full Year 

1998 
Full Year 

1999 
Full Year 

2000 
Full Year 

2001 
Jan-June 

2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 1,878 1,801 1,622 1,660 816 
Cocaine 971 1,063 1,002 812 389 
Heroin 984 1,063 1,031 733 316 
Marijuana 1,128 923 955 1,107 625 
Amphetamines 753 916 894 942 566 
Methamphetamine 721 584 747 673 257 
MDMA (Ecstasy) 14 25 47 52 15 
Ketamine 4 13 12 10 10 
LSD 65 65 48 22 3 
PCP 52 37 36 38 30 
Miscell. hallucinogens 34 22 27 10` 17 
Rohypnol 8 5 8 5 3 
GHB 34 77 65 57 28 
Inhalants 14 12 6 3 
Combinations NTA* 7 13 7 9 2 
Total ED drug episodes 6,982 7,036 7,094 6,962 3,194 
Total ED drug mentions 12,184 12,040 11,639 11,779 5,456 
*NTA= Not tabulated above 

	 During 2001, there were 312 drug-related deaths reported to DAWN by Medical 
Examiners (ME) in San Diego.45 

Number of Drug Deaths and Drug Mentions, San Diego, 1997-2001 
Drug Type 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Alcohol-in-combination 165 103 118 119 100 
Cocaine 108 83 74 84 40 
Heroin/morphine 165 165 142 145 111 
Marijuana 2 1 5 
Amphetamines 87 66 73 74 84 
Methamphetamine 115 84 88 112 94 
Club drugs 2 5 3 9 
Hallucinogens 1 1 
Inhalants 3 2 
Narcotic analgesics 191 145 137 179 164 
Other analgesics 28 19 25 22 26 
Benzodiazepines 33 46 59 58 81 
Antidepressants 52 70 109 67 98 
All other substances 143 82 106 124 91 
Total drug deaths 419 336 354 360 312 
Total drug mentions 1,094 866 938 987 905 
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Treatment 
	 Data for adult male arrestees in San Diego for 2001 indicates that 11.8% received 

drug treatment in the year prior to their arrest.46 

	 During 2000, there were 13,811 treatment admissions in San Diego County. 1,889 of 
the admissions were the result of alcohol only; 1,974 were the result of alcohol and 
another drug; 1,300 were for cocaine/crack; 1,452 were for heroin; 2,447 were for 
marijuana; 4,507 were for stimulants; and 232 were for other drugs.47 

	 From 1994-1999, there were 89,048 adult treatment admissions in San Diego 
County.48 

Treatment Admissions (Alcohol & Drugs), San Diego County, 1994-1999 
Year Adult Juvenile 
1994 15,437 329 
1995 14,463 398 
1996 13,092 406 
1997 13,571 560 
1998 15,806 1,553 
1999 16,679 2,103 

Sources 
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8 Ibid.

9 Ibid.

10 Drug Free Communities Support Program Web site, California section:

http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states.ca.html

11 Executive Office for Weed and Seed Data Center, San Diego Weed and Seed:

http://weedandseeddatacenter.org/CA-san_diego/index.shtml

12 Department of Housing and Urban Development, FY 2001 Federally Assisted Low Income Housing Drug

Elimination Grants: Detailed Congressional Report:

http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf

13 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, FY 2001 Discretionary Funds:

http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states01/State.htm

14 Office of Justice Programs, California FY 2001 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented

Policing Services Grants: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2001/grants/map/ca.htm

15 Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, FY 2002 Methamphetamine

Grant Announcement, November 14, 2002:

http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf

16 Office of Justice Programs, FY 2002 Drug Court Grants:

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm

17 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2000, October 2001:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/00cius.htm


ONDCP Clearinghouse 9 

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.sannet.gov/
http://www.sandiego.gov/police/
http://www.sdsheriff.net/home/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_sw.html
http://www.sannet.gov/police/
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states.ca.html
http://weedandseeddatacenter.org/CA-san_diego/index.shtml
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states01/State.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/fy2001/grants/map/ca.htm
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/00cius.htm


18 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2001, October 2002:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm

19 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report, January - June 2002,

December 2002: http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_02/02ciusprelim.pdf

20 Ibid.

21 Ibid..

22 Ibid..

23 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Highlights and Executive

Summary, December 2001: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol1_1201.pdf

24 Ibid.

25 Ibid.

26 Ibid.

27 Ibid.

28 San Diego Police Department, 2001 Year-End Index Crime Report, February 2002:

http://www.sannet.gov/police/pdf/01crimerpt.pdf

29 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Advance Report, December

2001, 2002: http://www.nida.nih.gov/CEWG/AdvancedRep/1201ADV/1201adv.html

30 National Institute of Justice, 1999 Annual Report on Drug Use Among Adult and Juvenile Arrestees, July

2000: http://www.adam-nij.net/files/JUVENILE.PDF

31 Ibid

32 Ibid

33 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance-United States, 2001, June

2002: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/YRBSS/index.asp

34 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2001, October 2002:

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm

35 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Southwest Border High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area:

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_sw.html

36 National Drug Intelligence Center, California Drug Threat Assessment Update, May 2002:

http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1113/1113p.pdf

37 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Southwest Border High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area:

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_sw.html

38 Ibid

39 Ibid

40 National Drug Intelligence Center, California Drug Threat Assessment Update, May 2002:

http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1113/1113p.pdf

41 Ibid

42 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project at American

University, Summary of Drug Court Activity by State and County, January 8, 2003

43 United States Sentencing Commission, FY2001 Federal Sentencing Statistics, Southern California:

http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2001/cas01.pdf

44 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Emergency Department Trends from the

Drug Abuse Warning Network, Preliminary Estimates January-June 2002, January 2003:

http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/dawn.htm#EDcomp

45 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration, Mortality Data From the Drug Abuse

Warning Network, 2001, January 2003: http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/DAWN/mortality2k1.pdf

46 National Institute of Justice, Drug Use and Related Matters Among Adult Arrestees, November 2002:

http://www.adam-nij.net/files/adam2001.pdf

47 National Institute on Drug Abuse, Epidemiologic Trends in Drug Abuse: Highlights and Executive

Summary, December 2001: http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol1_1201.pdf

48 California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs, Community Indicators of Alcohol and Drug

Abuse Risk, San Diego County, July 2001: http://www.adp.cahwnet.gov/pdf/aod_profiles/San_Diego.pdf


ONDCP Clearinghouse 10 

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_02/02ciusprelim.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol1_1201.pdf
http://www.sannet.gov/police/pdf/01crimerpt.pdf
http://www.nida.nih.gov/CEWG/AdvancedRep/1201ADV/1201adv.html
http://www.adam-nij.net/files/JUVENILE.PDF
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/YRBSS/index.asp
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_sw.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1113/1113p.pdf
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_sw.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1113/1113p.pdf
http://www.ussc.gov/JUDPACK/2001/cas01.pdf
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/dawn.htm#EDcomp
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/DAWN/mortality2k1.pdf
http://www.adam-nij.net/files/adam2001.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/CEWG/Vol1_1201.pdf
http://www.adp.cahwnet.gov/pdf/aod_profiles/San_Diego.pdf


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues, contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp@ncjrs.org

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
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